After an unhappy and unfortunate reign of 45
years, Zygmunt III died in 1632, having set Poland
definitely on the way to dissolution.

WARSAW BECOMES THE CAPITAL            [1596]

The Polish kings had early made Cracow the capital
of Poland and this it continued to be all through the
Jagiellon dynasty. After the death of Zygmunt II,
last of that line, 1572, Warsaw became increasingly a
centre of national gatherings. The election of Henry
was held there, there the Diets met after 1569, and the
Protestants held an important gathering there in 1573.
The city was not in itself as old and fine as Cracow,
but it was a great market owing to its central location
on the Vistula and various important roads, and was
equally easy of access from such centres as Danzig,
Poznan, Wilno, Lwow, and Cracow. When the king,
wishing both to be nearer Sweden and in a strong
Catholic centre, moved is residence to-Warsaw in 1596,
the castle was enlarged, rich nobles built palaces there,
and the already excellent marketing facilities were
increased. The famous Fukier wine shop and resta-
urant which so interest tourists, dates from this period
(1610).

As to the city as a cultural centre, it is significant
that none of the literary men of the age refer to
Warsaw, though Cracow and other cities receive
frequent literary mention. Only slowly does Warsaw
become a place holding any position in the affections
of the people. Yet the beautiful coloured engraving
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